
Fact Sheet: Feeder 123
• F e e de r s  a r e  a l s o  c a l l e d  f e e d i n g  c u p s .  T h ey  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  t o  

f e e d  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  m i l k .

• 123  i s  t h e  f e e d e r ’ s  a c c e s s i o n  n umbe r  – t h i s  i s  t h e  u n i q u e  n umbe r  
u s e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  i t  i n  t h e  G rea t  N o r t h  Mu s eum :  H a n c o c k ’ s  r e c o r d s .

• The  f e e d e r  wa s  m ade  i n  C o r i n t h  ( i n  a n  a r e a  k n own  a s  t h e  
P e l o p o n n e s e  i n  t h e  s o u t h  o f  G r e e ce )  b e tween  600  a n d  575  BC .

• The  f e e d e r  i s  5 . 9 7 cm  h i g h .

• The  f e e d e r  w e i g h s  76g .

• The  f e e d e r  i s  m ade  f r om  c l a y  (w h i c h  i s  a l s o  c a l l e d  ‘ t e r r a c o t t a ’ ) .  I t  
w a s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  p a i n t  a n d  t h e n  f i r e d  i n  a  k i l n .

• The  f e e d e r  h a s  a  s i e v e  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  t o p .  I t  a l s o  h a s  a  s p o u t  t o  
m ak e  i t  e a s i e r  f o r  b ab i e s  t o  d r i n k  f r om .  I t  h a s  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  
o f  h a n d l e s .  T h e  f e e d e r  i s  d e c o r a t e d  i n  t h e  b l a c k - f i g u r e  s t y l e ,  w h i c h  
wa s  p r o d u c e d  i n  C o r i n t h  f r om  a r o u n d  700  BC  u n t i l  a r o u n d  550  BC .  
T h e  b a ck g r o u n d  i s  l e f t  t h e  r e d - o r a n ge  c o l o u r  o f  t h e  c l a y  a n d  t h e  
d e t a i l s  a r e  p a i n t e d  o n  i n  b l a c k  o r  d a r k  b r ow n .  

• The  d e c o r a t i o n  i s  i n  a  G e ome t r i c  s t y l e ,  i t  u s e s  l i n e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
t h i c k n e s s e s  a n d  m ean de r  p a t t e r n s .

• Sma l l  p e l l e t s  o f  c l a y  i n s i d e  t h e  b o t t om  o f  t h e  f e e d e r  t e l l  u s  t h a t  
t h e  h o l e s  w e re  p i e r c e d  i n t o  t h e  s i e v e  a t  t h e  t o p .



This is a modern replica of the feeder: it was made by a 
potter, using clay, like the ancient, original object. It is not 
exactly the same size and shape as the real feeder, but it 

gives you an idea of what the object feels like.

There is a modern replica of the feeder in your resources 
box: handle it and see if you prefer the replica or the 3D 

print?

This is a 3D-print of the feeder. The ancient, original object 
was scanned and it has been printed in plastic. It is exactly 

the same size as the real feeder, but it is not the same 
weight and it does not feel the same. 

There are two 3D prints of the feeder in your resources 
box: handle one and see if you prefer the 3D print or the 

replica?

Feeder replica

Feeder 3D-print


